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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The location of this house,on the block just East of the Courthouse,is
one which has seen some of Towson's heaviest high rise development. The little
frame house is nearly obliterated by its brick and cinder block additions and
yet the whole structure is an outdated dwarf in the midst of giants.

Structural examination, early atlases and a 1953 photograph indicate that
this was once one of a half dozen housé occupying a row of small, long and
narrow lots,

The 1877 Atlas shows no other structure on this site than a tiny
building that is probably a springhouse. The 1898 Atlas shows a brick
building on John I. Yellott's land directly behind the Masonic Hall, however,
it occupies the Southwest corner of the lot which is approximately where
the Jennifer Building now stands. Undocumented oral history mentions a tavern
on this site. The 1915 Atlas however, shows the subdivision of this land into
six improved lots.

The original portion of the house is a two story frame structure, only
two bays wide with a cross gable facade. The plan was T-shaped being com-
posed of a main block that is two bays wide and two deep and a wing projecting
in the rear (North) three bays long and one wide. A very narrow one bay
extension telescopes from it.

All of the wings are two stories in height amd capped with a slate gable-
end roof. When viewed from the top of the eight story building next door,
the roof appears cruciform in snape because of the cross-gable.

The original siding is beneath the modern exterior covering. On portions
of the building one can see beveled clapboards.

The fenestration was very regular althougii the windows themselves have
been altered and even closed-up in places. The gables are vented by sguare
louvered vents.

A flue chimney exits the roof of the North wing at the ridge approxnmately
2/3 of the distance from the front to back.

The South facade was the main or street facade. A 1953 photograph in the
possesion of Mr. Green (present occupant) shows that this facade was the most
decorative. In addition to the cross-gable there was a porch covering the
first story and somewhat unusual fenestration. The porch floor was supported by
brick piers and its roof by three square columns, It was partially enclosed
by a railing with square balusters. An entrance occupied the East bay and it
had a 2-1light transom. A double window with two 1/1 sash occupied the West
bay. It was topped by a round arch window. The upstairs was vented by a
centrally located row of three 1/1 windows.

The interior ccntains little or no original fabric. According to the
occupant the house was one room in width and had a telescoping room arrange-
ment which began in the front with a parlor that led into a dining rcom and
then a kitchen. There were three rooms above as well.

There is a stone basement of the same size as the frame house above. The
walls of the cellar are made of uncoursed rubble. Circular sawn joists were
observed with braces fixed with cut nails.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Although commercial alterations have nearly obliterated this wooden frame

residential building one can climb the mid-rise parking facility next to it and
see that 1t 1s an unusual cross-gable house.

pediment"” lends itself to such an arrangement.
of bays there is more often than not a side-hall and parlor
however, there were only two bays and early photographs and
o that there are two bays of a single room to the main facade

longitudinal or "shot gun" plan.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

The average cross-gable is an odd number of bays wide which is the end

result of maintaining symmetry in a central hall plan. The cross-gable or "central

Where there are an even number

plan,
oral history show
indicative of a

In this house,
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[LIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
See Attachment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EEIFORM PREPARED BY cynE T NIELD, If
-~ NAME/ TITLE HISTORIC TOWSON, INC.

ORGANIZATION DATE
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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TITLL SzaRCH

Liber 1032, Folio 196 August L, 193%
Grantor: Llmer Haile i wife
Grantee: ©Oatherine D. Ashby & husband

Liber 576, Folio 140 June 27, 1923
Grantor: 21lis Finkelstein
Greantee: _lmer -aile

bBeginning...ilorthernmost side cf Chesapeake Ave. one foot easterly from
the end of the first line of...J.I.Yellott tc the Fitzpatrick lot.

Liber 553, Folio 3¢d July 25, 1522
Grantor: woallie (., Lussell
arantee: wllis Finkelstein

Liber 53¢, rolio L36 &april 21, 1921
grentcr: rfrank .- Leila liettchen
Grantee: ©Sallie C. Russell

Liber 525, Folio 3¢S tay 20, 152C
Grantor: Frank P. Fitzpatrick & wife
Grantee: rrank & Leila Hettchen

Part of ground conveyed by John I. Yellott % wife to F. Fitzpatrick in 1509.

Liver 3L2, Folio 1L¢ April 27, 1909

Granter: John I. Yellott & wife
Grantee: Frank ritzpatrick

Cne of three lots granted to John I. Yellott by Georze Yellctt et. al. 1891

¥
o

Liber 115, Folio 3%6

Liber 188, Folio 41  april 25, 1391
Liber 223, Folic Lol

grantor: George Iellott

grantee: oJohn 1, rellott

(3)
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